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4150 Los Arabls Drive, Lafayette | Updated Happy Valley Retreat

See public meetmgs schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

COMPASS

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2445+ Square Feet | .70% Acre Lot
Offered at $1,875,000 | 4150LosArabisDrive.com

Lafayette’s #1 Realtor Since 2008
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

Busmess commgs and goings in Lafayette amid the pandemic
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Lace and Bustle, a bridal store located in the Clocktower
opposite Postino’s, will be closing before Thanksgiving.

starting to see some busi-
nesses shutting down and,
perhaps more surprisingly,
still others opening.

One of the first casualties

By Pippa Fisher

After eight months of varying
levels of restrictions and clo-
sures in the area, Lafayette is

was Big O Cheese Steak, early
in the pandemic. According to
the Chamber of Commerce,
other businesses now shut-
tered include Back to the
Table, Sugi, Lemon, Jos A.
Bank and Myara. Jennifer
Perlmutter closed her original
Lafayette gallery but retains
her larger pop-up gallery.
Others businesses such as Pa-
pillon Gourmet Coffees have
changed hands, and are still
open for business under new
ownership.

Lace and Bustle,
Lafayette’s bridal shop lo-
cated in the Clocktower, will
be closing its doors perma-
nently the weekend before
Thanksgiving, but the store’s
owner Victoria Hansen, while
acknowledging the difficult
times that all small business
owners are facing, says the
decision to close has more to
do with her changing
priorities.

Hansen says she has de-

cided to spend more time
with family, explaining that
her baby was just 6 months
old at the start of the shut-
down in the spring.

“It was a blessing to have
the three months of closure,
to have the time away from
the hustle and bustle and to
spend it with my baby,” says
Hansen, noting that the mo-
ments of reflection allowed
her to see more clearly what
her priorities were. “Life is
short.”

But the news is not all
bad. Even as some shoppers
change their habits in favor
of online retail, new ventures
are appearing including Rea-
sonable Books (see story in
the Oct. 28 issue of Lamor-
inda Weekly), Lemonade
Piercing, The Main Kitchen,
Emerson Grace Design, Ger-
minate Kitchen, and Out of
the Cave Foods.

And even as many holi-
day faires will not be taking

place this year, some are
turning to the ‘pop-up’ model
as a short-term solution for
both the vendors and the
empty storefronts (see related
story about the Holiday Gift
Collective below).

For Semira Moslem,
owner of Sparkles & Joy — a
weekly, curated ethnic foods,
subscription-based delivery
business — launching during a
pandemic was a smart thing
to do. “There is a strong ap-
petite for this right now,” she
says.

Moslem says she identi-
fied a greater need to deliver
food to customers as people
were avoiding eating out and
she says that any kinks she
has encountered so far have
been related more to the
challenges of a start up, for
example with hiring staff for
the once-a-week deliveries.

.. continued on Page A3

Local artisans ‘pop up’ in Lafayette for eco-friendly holiday shopping
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Hollie Lucas-Alcalay stands by her homegrown products at
the new pop-up Holiday Gift Collective store.

By Pippa Fisher

Following Lafayette’s success-
ful art gallery ‘pop-up’ model,
and solving several problems

in one go, comes another pop-
up to the downtown - this one
just in time for the holidays.

The Holiday Gift Collec-
tive, featuring seven local, all
female artisans, has popped
up next to Sideboard on Plaza
Wayj, filling the otherwise
empty, recently vacated space
that was formerly the gift
shop Lemon. They opened on
Nov. 1 and will be there
through the end of the holi-
day season.

“We are thrilled to be
here,” says Hollie Lucas-
Alcalay, owner of Hollie’s
Homegrown, who runs a
small organic farm in Mor-

aga, specializing in growing
culinary and medicinal herbs,
teas, and creating bath and
body products.

Lucas-Alcalay, who will
be familiar to many in the
area from the Moraga Farm-
ers’ Market, explains that
they are grateful to the city
for allowing this solution,
saying that they wouldn’t
otherwise have been able to
find a space for their holiday
sales, especially now that the
Hacienda Holiday Faire is not
taking place in person this
year.

“We were desperate to
find somewhere to sell during
COVID,” says Lucas-Alcalay,
describing this temporary lo-
cation as a “win-win.”

The entrepreneurs all
share a desire to encourage

the community to shop locally
and, featuring a variety of
eco-friendly and ethically
sourced products, the green
businesses hope to work to-
gether to fight climate change
providing customers a chance
to support the local commu-
nity while reducing their car-
bon footprint.

The Holiday Gift Collec-
tive offers a range of home
goods, jewelry, gourmet
foods, and more. Additionally
they plan to feature rotating
local guest artisans each
week.

Located at 3539 Plaza
Way they are open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily through
the end of the holiday season.

For more details go to:
www.instagram.com/
holidaygiftcollective/
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288 Saint James Drive, Piedmont
5BD | 6 BA | 3999 Sq Ft
$3,288,000 | Represented Buyer

3208 Lucas Cir, Lafayette
3 BD | 2 BA | 1,700 SqgFt | Lot Size .33 Acre
$1,495,000 | Represented Seller

Kurt Piper

Realtor® | Broker
Associate

925 818 8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
kurtpipergroup.com

DRE 01130308
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Realtor
925 212 7672

DRE 01922264

Barb Brawner JD

Barb@BarbBrawner.com

3164 Somerset Drive, Lafayette
4 BD | 3 BA | 2,149 SgFt | Lot Size .54 Acre
$1,250,000 | Represented Seller

2 Casa Vieja, Orinda
5BD | 4.5 BA | 4186 SqFt + 440 SqFt Au Pair
$2.998,000 | Represented Seller
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Kurt Piper Group

COMPASS

CAREFREE LUXURY LIVING

IN DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE

3 Bedroom

S

*per Public Records

1000 Dewing Ave #307

Fabulous Loc, Walk to Town, Restaurants, Shops & BART
Tree Views, Lots of Light
Built in 2017
2 Baths
Sophisticated & Stylish
Beautifully Appointed Interior
Very Private Unit

Secure Building with Keypad Enfrance

Gated Garage with Two Parking Places
Beautiful Patio, Garden Area, Pathways, Oak Trees

Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784

1568 Sq Ft*

Offered for $1,185,000
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